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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-10 have been examined. Application 09/921,565 (Personal information 
application system) has a filing date 08/06/2001 and foreign date 02/06/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, 
may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The basis of this rejection 
is set forth in whether the invention produces a useful, concrete, and tangible result. In 
the present application, said claims 1-15 do not recite a "useful, concrete and tangible 
result". The claims are storing data in a storing processors without any practical 
application to said data. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 4 and 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 recites "said personal information terminal 
thereto without a network". Said limitation is indefinite because it does not clearly 
teaches if said personal information is connected through a network or not. Claims 4 
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and 7 recite "an electronic settlement function". Said claims are indefinite because they 
don't explain the meaning of said electronic settlement function. For purpose of art 
rejection, said claims would be interpreted as a personal computer performing a 
purchase transaction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Herz 
(US 6,571 ,279). 

As per claim 1 , Herz teaches: 

A personal information application system comprising: 

a personal information terminal recording personal information related to a 
consumer being its owner as electronic data (see col 20, lines 48-60; col 6, lines 17-22); 
and 

an information processing part, having a connection interface capable of 
connecting said personal information terminal thereto without through a network, 
recording advertisement information related to merchandise and/or service as electronic 
data (see col 15, lines 55-67), wherein said information processing part reads said 
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personal information and said personal information terminal reads said advertisement 
information when said personal information terminal is connected to said information 
processing part through said connection interface (see col 16, lines 13-22). 
As per claim 2, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
personal information includes information related to merchandise and/or service desired 
by said consumer (see col 6, lines 16-33), and 

said advertisement information includes advertisement information related to 
merchandise and/or service desired by said consumer selected on the basis of 
previously read said personal information (see col 6, lines 16-34; col 22, lines 65-67). 

As per claim 3, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 2, wherein said 
information processing part further has a display part for displaying advertisement 
information related to said merchandise and/or service desired by said consumer when 
said personal information terminal is electrically connected to said information 
processing part through said connection interface (see col 26, lines 49-60). 

As per claim 4, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
personal information terminal and said information processing part have an electronic 
settlement function (see col 26, lines 50-57; col 27, lines 1-15), and 
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said electronic settlement function is executable when said personal information 
terminal is connected to said information processing part through said connection 
interface (see col 26, lines 50-57; col 27, lines 1-15). 

As per claim 5, Herz teaches: 

A personal information application system comprising: 

a personal information terminal recording personal information related to a 
consumer being its owner as electronic data (see col 20, lines 48-60; col 6, lines 17-22); 
and 

a plurality of information processing parts, connectable with said personal 
information terminal through or without through a network, recording advertisement 
information related to merchandise and/or service as electronic data (see col 15, lines 
55-67), wherein one of said information processing parts reads said personal 
information and said personal information terminal reads said advertisement information 
when said personal information terminal is connected to said one of said information 
processing parts (see col 16, lines 13-22), and 

said personal information is electronic data recorded in a common format 
readable by all said plurality of information processing parts (see col 6, lines 17-33). 

As per claim 6, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 5, wherein every 
said advertisement information from said plurality of information processing parts is 
displayed in a common display form in said personal information terminal (see col 26, 
lines 49-55). 
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As per claim 7, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 5, wherein said 
personal information terminal and said plurality of information processing parts have an 
electronic settlement function (see col 26, lines 49-55), and 

said electronic settlement function is executable when said personal information 
terminal is connected to said information processing part (see col 26, lines 49-55). 

As per claim 8, Herz teaches: 

A personal information application system comprising: 

a plurality of personal information terminals recording personal information 
related to consumers being owners thereof as electronic data (see col 20, lines 48-60; 
col 6, lines 17-22); 

a plurality of first information processing parts recording advertisement 
information related to merchandise and/or service as electronic data (see col 15, lines 
55-67); and 

a second information processing part connectable with said personal information 
terminals and said first information processing parts through or without through a 
network for reading said personal information and said advertisement information from 
said personal information terminals and said first information processing parts and 
recording the same, wherein said personal information includes information related to 
merchandise and/or service desired by said consumers (see col 15, lines 55-67),, and 
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said second information processing part transmits consumer information related 
to general trends of consumers created on the basis of said personal information to said 
first information processing parts (see col 16, lines 7-22), 

while transmitting advertisement information related to said merchandise and/or 
service desired by said consumers selected from said advertisement information on the 
basis of previously read said personal information to said personal information terminals 
(see col 16, lines 7-22). 

As per claim 9, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 8, wherein said 
first information processing parts are capable of reading said personal information 
recorded in said second information processing part (see col 20, lines 47-60). 

As per claim 10, Herz teaches: 

The personal information application system according to claim 8, wherein said 
personal information terminals and said first information processing parts are 
connectable with each other through or without through a network (see col 20, lines 48- 
60; col 6, lines 17-22); 

said personal information terminals and said first information processing parts 
have an electronic settlement function and said electronic settlement function is 
executable when said personal information terminals are connected to said fast 
information processing parts (see col 26, lines 49-60). 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Lastra 
June 12,2006 




